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Happy
New Year!

1tOs cold, dark, wet, and windy so it must |4
be January rowing! Welcome back to
everyone and good luck for the rowing
year in 2008. In this Raven youOll bnd
details of the new equipment that fund -
raising efforts have already allowed the
club to buy, reports from recent events,
pics from Dee Autumn Head and the
Icicle Race, and details of a major up - 3
coming social event - the revamped club FEEEEEEEEEREEESES
annual dinner to be held in April. e SLTLAIPE R

Remember, if you have any news you

want to share with club members, you Sherry Party 2007 mtmanc i
can email me at

grepress@googlemail.com New menGs eight
Cheers, Joe A ro u n d th e The clu_b has_ recently purcha§ed a second
hand Sims eight for the menOs squad from
) Derby rowing club. The boat means the ever
Faces of the committee part 1 expanding menOs squad now have a competi
C u " mmE tive eight in which to race. It is intended to
ofbcially unveil the new boat at a naming

] ceremony to be held in the next few months -
First Boor gym watch this space

As most of you have no doubt spotted, weOve
got some new weights and mats set up in the
new Prst Roor. This allows a full weights
circuit to be carried out in the club in a much
better environment than the old back room.
The new kit needs looking after to make sure
it stays in good condition, as does the RRoor.
Weights should only be used on the mats to
protect the Roor, and when you have Pnished
your session, make sure mats and other kit is
wiped down- before the next group uses
them.
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Fund- \
raising

Sarah Armstrong gives an update on the clubOs
fundraising over the past few months

So far, an impressive £11,600 has been raised
through donations and fundraising activities.

In particular, a massive thank-you to David
Lush, who has donated £5000 to the club.
Some of this money has already being put to
good use, funding covering of the new stairs
leading to the 1st Roor.

£1000 has been donated by the senior men,
and this money has been used to buy the
new gym equipment in the brst Roor gym
and Paul Turner, Harvey Worden, and Sarah
Armstrong have each bought two rowing
blades for the club.

200 club memberships will be due for re-
newal over the upcoming weeks, and club
members will be sent a reminder by the
fundraising team. Please renew your mem-
bership, as the 200 club provides a valuable
source of income. It would be great if you
could encourage friends and family to join -
the more people, the bigger the prize! If you
have not already joined, pick up a form from
the club noticeboard or see Sarah Armstrong.

Photographer Jaya Audas has also kindly
offered to donate £50 to club funds for every
photography session booked by a member.
Details are on the club noticeboard.

Finally, if you are doing on-line shopping,
make sure you check out the link on the club
website to the online shop
(http://www.buy.at/grosvenor ). This allows
us to earn commission when you shop with
hundreds of well known brands on-line such
as Amazon, John Lewis, and Marks and
Spencer.

Race
reports

Dee Autumn Head

The club put in a strong performance at our
own head race, the Dee Autumn Head. In the
morning division, the Vet C 4+ fought off
several crews including local rivals North -
wich to take victory. The afternoon division,
which was delayed for one hour due to the
unusually high tide, saw Grosvenor add to
their medal haul. This included Pelding the
fastest women's eight of the day (Claire
Sayle, Emma Davison, Mel Graham, Rhian

non Seys Llewellyn, Laura Magee, Virginia
Allan, Fiona Claymore, Grace Neal coxed by
Alex Newton) and the fastest quad (Paul
Johnstone, lwan Jones, Chris Hudson, Mark
Devaney). There were further victories for
the men's senior 3 coxed four (Mark Edney,
Brian Black, Pete Dean, Tim Goldsbrough
coxed by Sarah Armstrong), the women's Vet
D double (Maria Labedzka and Su Wine),
and Steve Walker in the Vet E single scull.

Fours Head

Three Grosvenor crews made the journey to
London in November for the annual fours

head of the river race. This major event is one

of the biggest in the UK, with over 450 crews
taking part in the processional race over the

championship course B the same as used for

the University Boat Race, but rowed in the
opposite direction. Conditions for the race
were perfect, with the Tideway almost mill -
pond Rat. Grosvenor crews put in a solid set
of results. The senior 1 coxed four came 88th
overall, and 3rd out of 8 in their class, and
this was despite suffering a breakage of one
of their riggers. The Grosvenor senior 3
coxed four was 7th out of 43 in their class,
coming 207th overall and the Grosvenor sern-
ior 2 womenQs quad also put in a strong per

formance, coming 17th out of 39 in their class

and 273rd overall
Northwich Head

Grosvenor rowers returned from the North -
wich Autumn Head race with a clutch of
medals. The veteran squad put in a particu-
larly strong performance, winning pve of the
eight medals secured for the club, including
a double victory for Mike Alwood in the Vet

D single scull and Vet E double scull, as well
as victories in the Vet B and Vet E quad
classes, and the Vet B coxed four. The senior
men also did well, with Tim Goldsbrough the
fastest single sculler of the day, Brian Black
winning the novice single scull category, and
Tim and Brian teaming up to win the senior 4
double event.

Scullers Head

Six single scullers from Grosvenor made it to
London to compete in the Scullers Head. The
event attracted over 430 single scullers,
including national squad members and
former Olympians. Grosvenor scullers put in
a very strong performance, with three
Grosvenor oarsmen within the top 80
Pnishers. Harvey Worden was the highest
placed Grosvenor sculler, Pnishing in an
impressive 29th place, 3rd in his class. lwan
Jones and Tim Goldsbrough Pnished 50th
(5th in class) and 71st (7th in class)
respectively. Mark Devaney of Grosvenor
and Paul Johnston of Royals also completed
within the top third of the beld in 120th and
144th places. Novice sculler Brian Black put
in a good performance to Pnish 223rd.

Special mention must go to Ben Dickinson,
who set out for London but spent the night
hidden behind a wall somewhere in
Stafforshire to protect his boat from being
blown off his car before returning to Chester.
Possibly coincidently(!), BenOs home made
sculling rack has recently been spotted for
sale on the Grosvenor notice board (it did
survive the storm!)

Wins Board

Dee Autumn Head wins

Vet C 4+
WomenOs 8+
Senior menOs 4x
MenOs S3 4+
W Vet D 2x
Vet E 1x

Northwich Head wins

Vet D 1x
Vet B 4x
Vet E 4x
Vet E 2x
Vet B 4+
S4 2x
Senior menOs 1x
Novice 1x
Vet E 1x

Upcoming race dates
Wycliff Big Head: 2 Feb

Trent Head:17 Feb

Runcorn Head: 23 Feb
WomenOs HoRR: 1 Mar(10.00)
North of England Head: 8 Mar
Head of the River: 15 Mar(9.45)

200 club winners
Jo Birtwistle
Brian Udal

Alex Newton
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i Socials

and forward to the new look
club annual dinner, to be held in
April

The clubOs annual Sherry
Party, held just before
Christmas, was a great success. Matt Baker
accompanied by his accordion (see the pic
ture below right) led everyone in a tradi -
tional rowdy rendition of the 12 days of
Christmas. Thanks to everyone who pro-
vided food and drink for the event!

Looking forward, the club will be holding a

big annual dinner event in April (date to be
announced very soon). A big name speaker is
promised, and it will be a chance to give

your dinner jackets and posh frocks an an-
nual outing.

There will also be a OBlind DateO night for
Valentines, on Saturday Feb 16th. Posters

will be up soon, so look out for further de -
tails.

CaptainOs
log

Chris Hudson gives us an
update from his big CaptainOs chair.

The rowing season has got off to a good start,
with some good wins from the seniors and
the vets. Tricky conditions have meant that
not all novice crews have been able to get out
on the water recently, but itOs encouraging to
see good numbers land training and attend-
ing club circuits.

1tOs spring cleaning time and each squad has
been asked to do their bit. Thanks to senior
women for sorting out club sculling blades.
Now the blades have been sorted please
make sure you return them where from you
got them. Also, blades are now in matching
pairs, so check you have a matching pair
before you start adjusting. Senior men will be
tidying up the riggers, and the novice squads
will sweep out shed and remove rubbish.
Thanks also to Rick Anderson for his ongo-
ing mission to keep the ergos clean.

The more observant may have noticed Sat
ford had training camp the club recently. This
raised money for the club. Thank you to eve-
ryone who made them feel welcome, and we
will be hosting one or two other clubs in the
future. Finally, an important point about se -
curity. The back door (1st Boor) has been left
open overnight. If you think you might be

We look back to the Sherry Part

the last one using the room, make sure all
doors are locked up.

(see notice board for colour & fabric)

Anxious about what to wear when you
pick up your Henley medal? Current
blazer too encrusted with mince pies from
the Sherry Party?

*artists impression

1 ]
Congratulations! Fret no more - Tim Goldsbrough is or-

ganizing the order of a high quality club
blazer from Collier & Robinson (Henley).
Details of the design and ordering infor -
mation are on the sheet up on the club
notice board or you can contact Tim for
more information at
timg@reaseheath.ac.uk

Grosvenor’s own Tim Clifton and
Hayley Pearce tied the knot re-
cenly at Chester Town Hall.

Congratulations to them from
all at GRC.

Matt Baker leads the club in a Christmas sing-a-long at the
Sherry party.But what has Rich AllenOs daughter just said or
done to make him pull that face? Best answer
grepress@googlemail.comwill win themselves a top quality

prize
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